TO THE STUDENTS

China and Egypt, it was the students who have made the
national movement possible. They cannot do less in India.

What the principal might have urged was the necessity of
students observing the rules of non-violence and acquiring con-
trol over the rowdies, instead of being controlled by them.

Young Inrlia, 29-3-1928
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NATIONAL v. ALIEN EDUCATION *
I trust you have given careful thought during your vaca-
tion to the fundamentals recently adopted by the (Gujarat)
Vidyapith. As I have repeatedly said our strength does not lie
in numbers. Not that we ignore them, but the fewness need
cause no worry to us. Our real strength lies in a correct under-
standing, acceptance and practice, so far as it is humanly possi-
ble, of these fundamentals. If the students who have remained
loyal to the Vidyapith live up to its creed, we are sure to achieve
through them the goal that we have set before us, namely,
Swaraj. What is needed is sincerity of purpose and fearless pur-
suit of the principles. I want you to put your teachers at ease
and to assure them that you will be loyal at all hazard to the
principles for which the Vidyapith stands. Truth and ahimsa
constitute the keystone of our arch, and those who have no faith
in these have no place here.
Let us understand some of the obvious distinctions bet-
ween Government institutions and the national One of our stu-
dents has gone to jail in Bardoli and many more will go. They
are the pride of the Vidyapith. Much as they may desire to do
likewise, can students of Government institutions dare to do so ?
It is not open to them to go to Bardoli and help Vallabhbhai, as
it is to you. They can only give secret sympathy. What is lite-
rary training worth if it cramp and confine us at a critical
* moment in national life ? Knowledge and literary training are
no recompense for emasculation.
Again there is a world of difference between our method
of teaching and theirs. For instance, we may not teach English
*F2born the inaugural address to the students of the Gujarat Maha-
vidyalaya and the Vinayamandir, Ahmedabad, on ll>.6-'28.